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Tissue EU Ecolabel: its current success
is the best proof that the scheme works
and should not be abolished

he fssue ndustry was stenned
in November 20016 to r that
the EU College of Commissioners

was considenng mot renewing o
Ecolabels, including one of the most
successful — the Ecolabel for tesue.

fad

Tmis Ecolabel 15 a credible way for the
tizsue andustry and those assoriated
with 1t to  show  emaronmental
gucellence

Onjections have been raised to the
Coilege of Commissioners ™ proposal,
not omly by industry. but by the
ervirommental and consumer NGD's as
well as the retal trade In December
2016, representatives for  Buropsan
paper manufacturers, retaless  and
calers, CONSUMEr  Ofganisanons
mvironmental MG0s, wrote 1o the
European Commission concerming the
passible discontineahon of EU Ecotabel
product groups.

Concens have also been rased in the
Coumol of Mimisters, howsver to dats
there has Deen mo mowvement on the
progosal.

The mecue ecolabel 15 due for renswal
next year, JRC, the body warking on t
update for issue, indicated that as there
iz nio Clear path ahead, but foliowing a
poiitical anentation not to renew the
tisswe ecolabed, it has stopped work on
this categany.

ey nave ndicated that if the sifuation
restart the work an

Maniy of the stakeholders wrote to the
Cofmmission asking for the proposal to
be meconsedered. In s response, the

Cammizsion made no further comment
apart from the infarmataon that already
had been gven

"On 25 October 2016, the Coliepe
of Commissioners decided that the
voluntary Ecolabel would not be
extended after it expires for certain
products where thare has been limited
interest from business and industry

"Tne College also decided that for
certain ¢ products, for which the
Ecciabel expies in 2017-2018, &

decision on the prolongation, review of

withdrawal of tve Ecolabel will be taken
an the basis of the Reguiatory Fitness
and Perdformance Propramme (REFIT)

eNerClse.

“Tne results of this Regulatory Fitness
Check are expected to be presented i
the first hatf of 2017

It 15 wmportant to note that mo furter
achon by the  Commission  will
automatically end the tis
an the 31 December 2018,

As these proposals should be ewnidence
based, these have been requests fo see
the evidence supporting the plan and to
make the process transparent. S0 farn, we
have not had & response o & number of
requests.

Industry has asked for the relevant
minutes of the meeting where the
proposal was announced. The minutes
were recetwed, but the crucial section
explaining the thinking behind the
Commizsion's plan was redacted.

Tne esclusion was made on e
ewcepnional  grounds  that  “ongoing

Objections have been raised to the College of Commissioners ™ proposal,
not anly by industry, but by the enviranmental and consumer NGO's as well
as the retail trade — in December 2016, representatives for European paper
manufacturers, retailers and wholesalers, consumer organisations and
enviranmental NGOs, wrote to the European Commission concerning the
possible discontinuation of EU Ecolabel product groups.
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work regarding a matter an which the
Cornmizzion has not yet taken a decision
and i1t disclosure would  senously
undermine the Institution’s decision-
making process”.  Thus, the  parts
relevant for industry have been masked.

The mpact of this proposzal will have
ramifications far both the tissue mdustry
and the emironment:

* Fram the tissue industny's perspeciive,

tne EU Ecolabel fissues are among the
: Ecoiabels, menerating
saweral hillions of Buras n zales
every yeat (ompanies have invested
significantly i plant and equipment
to be able to use the EU Ecolabel on
tmerr products. Ay disnepiion would
incus exira costs. The lanel also helps
companies market thew prodocts
across the EU and allows access to
green pueblic procurement  ooatracts
with fewer administrative burdens.

The Ecolabel empowers EU citizens to
maks sustaingble purchases thanks
o arcund 40,000 environmentaily-
frendly products and senices which
carry the label Consumers facong
a wile wvanety of labels demand a
reliznle and trusted systerm [he repeal
of the EU Ecolabel for fissue 15 lkely to
result 1n requests for prvate (retail)
national labels. Such schemes are bikely
to all have slightly different cnteria and
potennally could contain protectionst
naticnal  features, hampering  the
functiomng of the EU single market
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Environmental benefits would be reduced as narrowing the scope and the
uptale of the scheme will undermine its positive effects as a sign-post for
sustainable production. it would also make it more difficult for companies
to ensure they focus their limited resources on the developments which are

best for the environment.

Tms will add sigmaficant compleximes to
the produchon, mareting and sale of
tzsue products in Europe.

Emvironmental bensfits would be
reduced & marrowing  the scope
and the uptake of the scheme wll
underming s positive effects az a
sign-post for sustainable produwction
It would also make 1t mose difficult for
companies to ensure they focus their
limited resources onthe developments
which are best for the envinanment.

The hssue mdustry has fought hand to
establish itz sustainablity credentials

OMETAD
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and Ecodabels are an imgorant part
af their prograrmmes, hence the mgh
uptake by companies.

This achion may well disrupt this strategy
and at warst slow the achon by industry,
as they cannot he sure of the next hest
steps forward to continue improwvang the
sustainabmlity of their products.

There1s hopethat the concerted effort of
the Industry, conswmer groups, retailers,
emaronmental NGD's & well a2 member
states wia the Counal of Ministers wall
result in the Cormmission renewing the
ecolabel before the end of 2015
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Tne neswe wndustry has always been
supportive of a transparent EU Ecolanel
based on scentific cntena, developed
by weell-knon and respected scientific
InStituTes.

It 12 inpartant to provide clear cntena
for the tissue industry and guidande to
COMEUMETS.

Thic article was wrtten for TWM an the
back of the lefter sent in December 2016
to the twropean Commission The letter
wos sigmed by Syvoin Lhéte divector
gemaral  Confederation of  Ewopean
Poper  Industries,  Robedo  Berordi
chatrman - Euwrapean Tiasue Sympasim,
Cheistion  Verschueren, divector geneng!
-  Eurorommerce,  Monigue  Goyens
director general— The European Consumer
Association, and Jeremy Wates, secrefary
gemeral— Eropenn Emvivronmental Buredu
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