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ETS to participate at FIS/HIS 2016 
 

Symposium on November 7th will share recent research on  
optimal hand drying 

 
Brussels, Belgium – September 12, 2016 - The European Tissue Symposium (ETS) has confirmed 
its presence at FIS/HIS 2016 being held in Edinburgh from 6-8 November. The joint conference of the 
Federation of Infection Societies (FIS) Annual Conference and the 10th Healthcare Infection Society 
(HIS) International Conference 2016 will gather scientists, microbiologists and other experts from 
around the world over a three day conference.  
 
In addition to taking booth 18 in the Lennox hall, ETS would like to draw your attention to a 
symposium entitled: ‘The risk of microbe dispersal during hand drying’ on Monday 7th of 
November at 5PM in the Sidlaw room, sharing the recent results from research confirming the 
superiority of single-use towels in ensuring optimal hygiene levels in public washrooms.  
 
There will be two keynote presentations: 
 
‘The risk of microbe dispersal and aerosolization by different hand-drying methods used in 
public washrooms’ - Emeritus fellow microbiologist Keith Redway from the Department of 
Biomedical Sciences, University of Westminster will present the results of his research on the risk of 
microbe dispersal during hand drying, including key facts and figures that describe the spread of 
viruses.  
 
‘Markedly variable risks of bacterial dissemination according to choice of hand drying method’ 
- Leading medical microbiologist Professor Mark Wilcox of the University of Leeds and Leeds 
Teaching Hospitals will present data demonstrating the marked variation in extent of bacterial spread 
according to hand drying method. The potential implications of these results for infection control will 
be discussed. 

Previous studies undertaken by the Universities of Leedsi and Westminsterii have shown that electric 
hand dryers are more likely to disperse bacteria and fungi than single-use towels. In the latest study 
by the University of Westminster, a bacteriophage model was used to compare 3 different hand-
drying methods for their potential to disperse the virus and generate aerosols to contaminate other 
persons, the washroom environment and the air during use. 
 
“It is an honour for us to be able to share the latest developments in hand drying research at such a 
relevant event,” commented ETS chairman, Roberto Berardi.  “Appropriate hand drying after hand 
washing in public washrooms is essential in helping to minimise the spread of infection. Our industry 
places great emphasis on hygiene, and studies have consistently shown that single-use towels offer 
the most effective way to help limit the spread of microbes in the washroom. These recent results 
indicate that the type of hand-drying device offered in public washrooms should be carefully chosen, 
especially where there are overriding cross-contamination concerns such as in hospitals and the food 
industry.” 
 
Ends 
 
About ETS  
ETS is the European Tissue Paper Industry Association. The members of ETS represent the majority 
of tissue paper producers throughout Europe and around 90% of the total European tissue 
production. ETS was founded in 1971 and is based in Brussels. For more information 
www.europeantissue.com  

http://europeantissue.com/
https://www.his.org.uk/events/his2016/
http://www.europeantissue.com/


 

2 
 

 
 
Editorial contacts: 
duomedia  
Jony Maesele | tel. +32 2 560 21 50 | jony.m@duomedia.com  

 
ETS  
Roberto Berardi | tel. + 39 011 8128810 | info@europeantissue.com 
  

i http://europeantissue.com/hygiene/studies/potentialcontaminationenvironment2014/ 
ii http://europeantissue.com/hygiene/studies/comparison-of-different-hand-drying-methods/ 
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