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Enrinenti nricrobiologi c igienisti ospedalieri

eurropei' hanrro redatto una dichiarazione

di consenso scientifico trttestarrte clre lirti-
lizz<t cli asciugamani di carta e associ(rto.-l

un 11ul11ero minore di nricrobi rcsiduri sr.rllc,

stesse e ncllhnrbiorte dci servizi igienici ri-

spetto all'uso di clispositivi ad aria calda cd a

getto dhria La dichiarazione di conscnso for,

nisce suggerirtenti fbndati a quanti lavora-

no in arlbicnti in cui sia nccessario rispettare

i rmassinri standard d'igienc

La dichiarazione di consenso i una dellc'ini-

ziative intrapresc clall'European Tissue
Synrposium, per prol.lluovere I'r.rso clcgli

asciugamani cli carta presso Lu1 vasto spet

tro cli pubblico interessato, conrpretrdente

non scllo la colxunita dcll'assistenza sanita

ria, l'irrr.lr.rstria clelle pulizie e dellbspitdlita,

r'lra arlche tutte le attivita rrrofessionali lc-

gate alla produzione con particolarc riguar-

do a qr"telle di produrzione dei cibi

I sci csperti, attivi in ospedali e utniversita di

Belgio, Gcrlnania, Italia, Svezia e Regno t)rri

to, hanno sottoscritto Ltna dichiarclzione cli

consenso articolata in otto lrunti ddl titolo
'Asciugare le r1lani: Lllld colatponente iln

trrorta ntc dell'igienc' dclle rna ni"

La dichia razionc sottolinear I'inrportanza del
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Leading European microbiologists and ho'
spital hygienists'have produced a scien-
tific consensus statement recognising
evidence that hand drying using paper
towels is associated with lower numbers
of microbes on the hands and in the wash-
rootm environment thdn using warm air
dryers or high velocity air dryers
The consensus statement provides sound
advice for all those working in environ
ments respol'rsible for upholding the high
est standards of hygiene.
The consensus statement is one ofthe ini
tiatives undertaken by EuropeanTissue
Symposiurn to promote the use of paper
towels amongsta wide range of audiences
concerned
Not only the healthcare communit5,r, the
cleaning and hospitallty industry, but also
other professional manufacturing work-
places (such as food)
The six experts, working in hospitals and
universities in Belgium, Germany, ltaly,
Sweden and the UK have signed an eight

lroillt consensus statement - H and drying:
an important part ofhand hygiene
It highlights the importance of hand dry-
ing, following thorough hard washing
and notes that air drying blows water con
taining microbes off the halrds which can
contdminate others in the washroom en-

vironmer'lt.
"From the results we have examined, it ap
pears that there may be a greater risk of
exposure to microbes associated with so-

me rypes of hand driers There was an in-
creased level of microbial contamination
on and beneath air driers, particularlyjet
airdriers These findings have implications
for the prevention of spread of microbes
and infections, tl, at should be explored fur-
ther by the medical community and be
yond", says Marc Van Ranst, professor in
virology and chairman of the Department of
Microbiology and Immunology at the Univer

sity of Leuven in Belgium

Signatories to the consensus statement
examined a wide selection of scielltific lit-
erature and also the studies sponsored by
the European Tissue Symposium in parti-
cular those undertaken by Eurofins-lnlab
in Germany and thc University of West
minster in the UK

Hand hygiene is recognised as the most
important standard measure to prevent
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lhsciugatura delle rTrani in

nraniera appropriata dopo

un accLlrdto lavaggio e nrette

in evidelrza clre lhria dci di

slxrsitivi lirrrr.rovc dallc rrrarri

ac(l ua corlt olelrtc' lmicl"obi d i

spc'rdct lclol(r 11r'l lhnrbic'ntc' dei

serwizi ig,ienici e poftanclda a

contaminare le altre persone

preselrti

'Dai risultati esarninati emer

ge un lrotenziale aumento

dcl rischio di esposizione ai

nricrobi associato a detern'linati tipi di di

spositivi ad aria E stato rilevato Lrn livello

llldll,giore cli corrta rrrirraziorre lrr icrobica so-

prd e sotto i dispositivi <rd crria, irr partico-

larc trel caso dc'gli appdrecchi a gctto dhria

Tali constatazioni halrno inrplicazioni per la

prevenzione della diffusione di nlicrobi e

delle infbzioni ed andrebbero sondate ulte-

riortlente dalla conrunita medica e fuori di

essa', sostiene Marc Van Ranst, profbssore

divirologia e presidente del Diportimento dimi-

crobiologia e imntunologitt presso l'[]niversita di

Lot,lt'tio in Belqio

I firnratari della dichiarazione di consenso

hanno esaminato un'ampia selezione di let

teratura scientifica e anche gli studi spon

sorizzati dall'Eu ropean Tissue Symposiurn,

in particolare quelli intrapresi cla Eurofins-

lnlab in Germania e dall'tJlriversita di We

stminster nel Regno Unito

I-igiene delle nrani e riconosciuta come la

rlisura principale lrcr la prevellzione della

contaminazi()ne trasversale e la trasmissio-

ne di infezioni nosocouriali conte ouelle con

tratte negli ospedali

LOrganiz'zaztone mondiale della sanita racco-

nranda l'utllizzo di asciuganrani di carta nei

propri lroster relativi al lavaggio delle mani.
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I rru\l)i( io ('( lt(' l,t r lit lt ia r ,rziont' r li r onst'rrso sia

rli stillolo pcr-rrltcr-iori r icot lte t'ili .qLrirl,r pr'r-

lc politiclt(,non s()lo lrci (()ntosti lcgatiallassi

stc!rzd s(lrrit,r|i,t nt,t ,tn( Itt' rtt'i 1rosl I tIi lar,or-r I c

r-clativi scr.r,izi i.qionit i tli lLro.qlti pLrlrlrlit i t orr

grarrrk' a1i lLterrza tltrali statli s( uolc o.ct1)lx)t.ti

'(i1i asc iugantarri cli car-ta dssorbono ct(.(lua

c rrri< roorgcrtrisuri", 1tr-rntuaIizz,-r Roberto

Bcrtr rcli, prcsidclltc dcll'Fiu ropca n'l'is-
suc Symp()siunr. l- di itlrl)ort.luz<r firrrclrr

'Si trdtt,r di rrna rrovit,t t lrc ilsctt0ft'atit'nrlt'rtr

c1a ll'rt20arrrri c st(rl() il votlt't1o c ltc la giLl ia

dc.l Prcr,rio Icti'o lra I'llcsso Iul1irno.qior.rro

clclltr,crrto rli quc.st.rrlro svoltrrsi a (i4:rc'ua.qlren

'l'ra lc 10 carrcliclcrttrrr. pr"cs('nt(ltc lrr.qiur-ia rre

11a llt^criri(rti t t"c, tr-() i rlr,rli l)orvcrlrackcr tli

Bahnrriller, Itrrrico t ostru1 (ore cli rrr,rcr.lrirrc

clrc si c ag.qiuclic,rto larlLrito r'i(onos(int('n

t tr ltt't' l,t tlti.gli()r'(' irlrroritziorrt'

l)or,r,t' r't ra c kc r c' a cl att a lti I c .l .q rit I I 
I 
l. r-t c (l c | | ('

picg(r incoll.tr-ici po- lavor',tziorri spcr i,rli

(,t-azic a un sist('nr. rli lasr itolazionc t' rli
l.cg,g,ctt('(rl)pli((rbilc a rltralsiasi tipo ili sca

Iola, c possibilc rt,q.qiLrngorc il rrrassirrto li

vcllo tli prtrrlLrttivita ((t(cnrlo lrt\/()t.tl-(' lcl

picga incollatrirc allc piir altc vcloc i(a

l)or,r,c.rftackt'r c stdto irlc,tto, costruito c te

stato in soli 24 nt(.si gl'dzic (t iin(t st t-r-t

iir\lili'

trrctt(alt' t lrc t Lrt t i gli irrtcr-r'ssat i (r(l()tt in() un

tt'tct0rl0 pt'r-ast irr.garc lc ntdtli r ltt' r'iclrrr a al

nrininro il risc lrio rli ricolrtarlirraziorre r'lc'llc

tlt(uti e tll tlispcr-siortc (tctc(t (l('i lni( 11)bi srl

st' s(t'ssi su (ll t l-i t' rrrllt, srrpt'r 1 ir i r ir t ostant i

I a tliclrlaraziolrt' rli colrst'rrso sr ie rrtilir o c'

t-ilr inrl)oTt.il1tc pdsso ( ltc sUplx)rtd i rrostri

sto r"z i volt i d [l ro t.]ru o\ie re g,li asci ug,tr rrr a rr i cl i

( (ll ((l ( {rt}t(t l()l)/i(rn(' Pitt igit'nir (l l)r't Ull,l

correl ( a asc i r-rgat ura cJelle' rI.rlr i i rr c o rrt cst i

t litricie rrorr solo

l:: ' ;.4.4.. ,1",:

I': l ' i:rr'i 'i '

l)t \tni5l nt \krt krts I lttttltl ltir4tltt I ntt ltintrt,) e Illrit lt
l\i tl t r llLrl tntLrllc t ) | t r tt t t I ltt I t' I L \ l( il kt t\ t I u Ltl.)l i (, ( )pf( t l
\!ut lti nt't t't trtnl I llt it lt llitlt I lJultntLtrru t

I)icgd i|1( ()||(rt r"icr. iIi Lr|( irla gc.IIer.rziotIe'l'ur-

box Il ha ricevLrto Lli(l l'lrenzioric- spc-cialc pcr

la catcgoria "-['ccnologia d clifetto zero chc

pt't-tttettc di csprcllcft' lc scatolc rlifcttosc

Illcll(11' l,r t1lar r lrina IUrtzi0rt,t alla ril,rssirrr<t

t'c'lttc ita nrc(lidrltc il sistcrrr.r tllric;rrc l-icct.

l)cr ljahr11ullcr"tL.itto ( io r(rpllrescnt(r Lm Irlt('-

riort p<rsso iu arranti vcrso il r.lfforzdrrcnto

dt'lla sua p<lsizionc sill r'lrercdto conrc azic'rr

drr itt graclo c1i cljstrilrr-tirc solLlzioniaff iclaltili

c sostcrlillili c prodotti cap.rci ciisodclisf;trc. lc

pir.r csigc'rri i ricltiestc rplalitativc

ta collrrltol-aziorrc fra clicrrti c

i rrg,cgrrc-ri Ba lr rrr rr l lo'
'Si ctr,rttato cli trrra sf itla rlolto irr

tc.ressantr. r ltc lra oltt.t,l)(tss.lto lc

riostrc ..tsll('ttatirrr-, lr.r tlc'1io corr

sorldisf(rzionc I||rich lA/olz, rl tttutini

strtr(rtrL' l)clctlttto dr (ort utlo(ed

4 lrrclrirrcr-tr Systci rrs

packcr i stata

-l-Lrt 
tavi<t rror.r sol(rtlrto l)onrcr

oggctio di orc orrr io ;\rrc hc' r.t

l.a clontarrcl.r di irnltolla.qgi llct. l)ro(lotti lrcsclri cla partc clcgli

Slati tllrit i subirA Lin(t ( rcs( it(t rlcl I 1,,1, d lldllro rlggitrngcnckr rrt,l

201/ bcrr 5,/ rriilianli (li S l_,t o-c'srita sltf)('rcrd il livcllo dir.span

siorlc prcvisto pcr i pr^odotti lrtsclti rispcrclriarrdo I'intprtrtarrtc

rtrolo svoll<t tlallirrrballag.qio pcr la lrrotczione la sicrrrczz.r c la lin

( ross contdn'rillation or transnrission o1

rrosor crllr itr I hospita I ar t1 u ircci intcctiorrs
f lrc \'Vorld Flcaltlr Organisation (\,VHO) rec-

onrrrrc.rrtls tlre usc' trf paper tou/els in its
post('r otl lrancl u'rashing

I l'rc rorrsc'rrstrs st(rtonrcnt nrill hopefully

t)r'onrpt tLrrllrcr- rcscarclr ancl stccr poJicy

gr-riclancc rrot orrly in lrc'.r ltlrcare setting,s, but
also iu otlrer urorkplaccs ancl in tlrc wash-
roorrs of lriglr traffic public vcnLl€.s such as

sport.s stadia, schrxrls anci airports
"Paper Lissrlc absorbs niatcr ancl mio'oor'
g,a11isr11s, saicl Roberto Berardi, chairman
of thc Luropearr'l issuc Synposium.
Tt is crLrcral th.rt a || corrccrnccl aclopt a rnc'
thod of lrancl dryillg that rnininlises the
risk of rc corit.rnlinating, thc harrds aud
bkrwi rrg rlicrobes or'rto yoLrrsclf, othcrs or
sut-td( ('s dl-ound \iorl
'l lris sci0ntific (olrs('nsus stdterlrc'nt is ari

inrlx)l-tdnt stcl) in srrplrorting our cffOrts
to [rronrotc papcr towc.ls as thtl r11ost hy
gi e rr ic hand cl ryi ng, solution in cli nical st't'
ti trgs atrc:l be),otrcl

Iil'.1;t,i'i :lil, I i'.1:a'l rii:i!, !ii.:r'i
l': ir.lt::r -. r,I ::l l1 r,,l',iia:: i !.i,:

: l;',',.: . I ,l'l l.t';: ::;'l',1 1,.1 :i

An inrlovation tlrc inclrrstrli has bc'err wrrit

i rrg fo r, 1o r 20 yccr rs" \^rcrs t 11 c \/e rd ict of t lr c'

lcfco Ar'rrard -Jur'_v at tlrt,f iu.rl rlay of this

_\,r',rr'.\ (.\,0n1 in |)t'nrrrarks capit.rI, copell
lrag('n
Out ol ;0 Spotliglrts, as tlre'slrortriicleo pre

sorltcrtiolls arc callecl, tlre jury arvardecl
tlr ree p rizes Ba hnrrjr llcr was leaciing witJr
its rrc.lvly cle'volopcd Powcpackcr arrd won
as thc only rlachirrcrl' nranufacturer thc
nruclr cuvctcd lrr rrovation l)rizc'

The' l)ou,repacker can be aclaptcd 1o most all

spe'cia lty fblclcr gi tio's Aurtomatic collating
of nc.arly all box stylcs into bundlcs and
st r.r l)[]i ng thcr11 ora blcs uraxinr urr produc

Iivitr',rll tlrt, rrirl up to llro rl(rxillrurl r'lr(r

chinc spcccl r.rf thc spccialtyfolctcrglucr.
'l-hc. Powep.r< kcr rv.rs clevc,lopecl, build ancl

tcstccl irr dialogr-re rtlith cutstorlers anc:l

llahmLillcrs cngirrccrirrg tc.anr in.tust 24

t]101'1ills
"lt n/ds a challcrrge whrch pannccl out ni'
ccly ancl cxcecdccl all of our erpe'ctations",
ajoyous Uf rich Wolz,,t4anoginct Directorof
C orr tt g ct t e d l\tl a c h i n e ry Syste m s, exclainr c'cl

Howcvcr, not jLrst thc Packt'r Solution rc
ccirrcd praisc AJso the'latcstgencration of
thc specidltyfolcler gluerTurbox Il recei

vcd lronorablc' r'ncntion at Fcfco in rc'garcls

Io"7,ero l)e.fet t 'T'et hnologli' lry wlrich ont
ot spoc boxcs ar-t' bcir'rg c.icr tc.d at nlachinc'
slT ce,cl r"rt i l izi rrg t lrc tl rr ic; uc Eicct Systcm.
lor [Jahurullcr it is rr f Lrrthc.r stel] to streng
thc.n its positiorr in tht, nrarked, delivering
clcpcnclablc' arrcl sustairrablc' solutions ancl

proclucts that rree.t a higlr clemarrd on
quality.
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